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X Good afternoon and thank youfor joining us today.
With me is Steve McGough, the President and EO
of HCSS, Matt Musgrave, the Deputy Executive
Director of the AGC of Vermont; Bobby Stem, the
executive director of the Association of Oklahoma

General Contractors, which is the statewide AGC



xWe are on the brink of having a lot moreof those
work zones now that the money from the bipartisan
infrastructure law is finally being put to work fixing

our nation’s aging roads and brdges.

XxWelcomeas it is, all that road work meansdrivers
are likely to be passng through multiple highway
work zonesduring the summer driving season that

traditionally starts this weekend.

x All that new construction meanseven moremen and
women of the construction mdustry will be working
just a fewfeet, and sometimes inches, away from

speeding vehicles.

x Unfortunately, cars and work zones don’t mix well.
Drivers are too often distracted, speeding and/or

under the influencewhen driving through the work
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zones Additionally, most states do too littleor
nothing to educate motorists about work zone safety
and far from enough to protect workers and

motorists in those work zones.

X This is bad news not just for construction workers,
but also for the people traveling through those work
zones.As the new data we are releasing today makes
clear, motorists are in even greater dangefrom

those highway work zone crashes.

X According to the results of our highway work zone
survey, fifty -five percent of respondents reported at
least one crash in the past year involving a moving

vehicle at highway work zones where they operate.

X More troubling, 24 percent ofrespondents reported
experiencingfive or more crashes during the past

twelve months.



x Among the respondents who reported experiencing
work zone crashes, 2®ercentexperienced acrash
that resulted in injury to construction workers. But
drivers and passengersvere more than twice as
likely to be injured in those crashes amore than
double the rate— 59 percent of respondents who
experienced a crash reported drivers or passengers

were injured.

X Drivers and passengerslsoare twicetimes as likely
to be killed in work zone crashesompared to
construction workers. Eight percent of contractors
who experienced a work zone crasreport that
construction workers were killed ina crash in one or
more of their work zones, while 16 percent of
respondents whaoexperienced a crasheported

drivers or passemers were killed.



x Construction firms are going to great lengths to



x One of the main challenges is thatlected and
appointed officialsare not doing enougto protect

workers and motoristsin highway work zones.

X Not enough states allow speed cameras in highway
work zones. Yet53 percent of contractors report
automatic ticketing for speeding in work zones
would help. Officials alsoneed to rethink the
severity of those automated tickets where they are
allowed. In Maryland, where six workers were
tragically killed in a single work zone crash in late
March, the maximum penalty for an automated

speeding ticket in a work zone is only $75.

X There is also too litte enforcement of existing
highway work zone laws.Seventynine percent of
contractors want a greater police presence in work

zones and 65 percent want stricter enforcement.



x Yet too many police departmentsand highway
patrols fail to put a priority on protecting work

Z0nes.

x Local transportation officials are also too unwilling
to provide more separation between workers and

motorists. Fifty -six percent of conir(ep)-1.9 (a)2 ((s)-1.7 (.)-2



what happened on March 22¢ is, sadly, much closer

to the rule than the exception.

X Here istheir story (Turmail will play the video)...

X All'is not doom and gloom howeveras you will hear

soon States like Oklahoma aretaking aggressive



X But more needs to be donélhat is why AGC of
America is calling on every state to do more to make
our highway work zones saferWe are urging every

stateto follow Oklahoma’s lead and require new



X Even as we call on states to do more, we are also
urging motorists to do their part to make highway

work zones safer.

X As Americansget ready to hit the road this summey
we are urging them to sy off the gas and put the

phone down whenthey are in a work zone.
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X Matt...

(Matt speaks)

X Thank you, Matt. And finally, | would like to invite
Tom Robins and Bobby Stem to share their story of
how they were able to get Oklahoma to become the
first state in the U.S. to require work zone safety

training as aprecondition for getting a driver’s

license.

X Tom and Bobby...
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